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DECLARATION OF WEN-TSAN CHANG UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.131 
I, Wen-Tsan Chang, hereby declare as follows: 

1 . I am a co-inventor of the subject matter described and claimed in the above- 
captioned application, which relates to an RNA molecule for inhibiting expression of a gene of a 
virus. 

2. I have reviewed the office action, dated November 9, 2006, issued in this 
application. In this office action, claims 27-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Morrissey et al., US Patent Application Publication 2003/0206887 ("Morrissey"). 
Morrissey was filed on September 1 6, 2002. 

3. On a date prior to September 1 6, 2002, Tsung-Lin Cheng, another co-inventor, 
sent a work order to MDBio Inc., Taipei. Taiwan ("MDBio"), requesting the synthesis of a pair 
of oligonucleotides, RNAi-HBVsAg-3-F and RNAi-HBVsAg-3-R, that contain SEQ ID NO:3 
and its inverted repeat, respectively. A copy of the work order is attached hereto as "Exhibit A" 
with the order date blocked off. The oligonucleotides were received by us also on a date prior to 
September 16, 2002. A copy of the report from M DBio is attached hereto as "Exhibit B :? with 
the received date also blocked off. 

According to experimental records, the double-stranded DNA formed by RNAi- 
HBVsAg-3-F and RNAi-HBVsAg-3-R was ligated into a pSUPER vector on a date prior to 
September 16, 2002. A copy of the experimental records is attached hereto as "Exhibit C." The 
date entered by Tsung-Lin Cheng is blocked off. We proceeded to perform additional 
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experiments to reduce the invention to practice with due diligence and then have a provisional 



application prepared and filed on December 3, 2002 also with due diligence. 

4. 1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the 
. United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: _Februarv 15, 2007 




Wen-Tsan Chang £f 
Associate Professor 

Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, National Cheng Kung University 
Medical collage 

1, University Road, Tainan 70 K Taiwan, ROC 
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